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Welcome to what is left of this Season.  It is quite amazing that we are in this fortunate position of being 
able to open the Green today. It has been quite a journey this year. 
 
Tuesday 2nd February stands out in my mind, as that was the day when we first noticed the leather jackets, 
giving us a few sleepless nights to say the least.  
 
The Green Committee engaged the services of Bowls Central who are experts in the maintenance of 
bowling Greens. In early April a South Wales specialist advised us that the only way to get rid of the leather 
jackets was by physical removal, as the chemical previously used had been banned by the EU. 
 
Allan Hossack, the Club’s Green representative and Bob Hepworth, our Green Keeper and a faithful gang of 
volunteers established a programme of removing the leather jackets over a period of about five weeks. This 
was labour intensive work. Unfortunately, this was followed by wet and cold weather in May which delayed 
the grass seeding.  
 
The next memorable date was 27th May when the Green was finally grass seeded. Here we are two months 
later with a Green again. We never dreamt that we would be opening the Green on the 31st July. In fact our 
Green is already better than some of the Greens that we have played on this Season. 
 
We owe a great debt of gratitude to Bob Hepworth and Allan Hossack for their dedication to recovering the 
Green so well and in such a relatively short time. Both gentlemen are here with us today to celebrate the 
Opening of the Green and it gives me great pleasure to present a gift to both to say thank you.  

 
I would like to offer a very warm welcome to all new members, particularly as we have not been able to 
offer you our Green to play on until today. I am also pleased to say that our overall membership has stayed 
strong even during these difficult times of Covid and leather jackets. I would like to extend a warm welcome 
to all of you and an enjoyable bowling season or what is left of it.  

 
It now gives me great pleasure to ask our President, Mary Shapland to say a few words and thereafter put 
up the first wood of this season.  
 
 
Philip Jarman 
Club Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


